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It is spring in Paris
The willow weeps light green
Into the Seine
Running fast brown
After the rain

Wednesday we sat on a bench
In the Luxembourg garden
With pigeons and growing things
Face to the sun we waited. 
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Handedness of my son 
dead now 18 years 

Handedness of my mother 
still here at 93

My son’s hand curved 
over his drafting table like a crescent moon 

In my mother’s,
the white handle of a magnifying glass for reading 

Below my ring finger’s knuckle, 
moon-white skin from the wedding band I wore

Sheila Bender
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